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TTHE level pbb stretched be- 
yond the boriaon. h wu 
like a gigantic carpet of high, 
green grass with an irregular 
pattern of buihe* ind occasion- 
a] small forests. A small river 
its way icroia the plain, 
from the mountain* in 
tka north. When the win thane 
brightly, the witeri of the river 
were pure and dean. But oc- 
caaionally, especially during 
tba rainy season, it vu of a 
reddiah color. Then the river 
earned a large volume of wi- 
Itr and with it counties* torn 
of panicle* lorn from the 
Tarra roasaj of the mountains 
in the north. 

Twe agrafe* suddenly rose 
ffoan a tJuatei of underbrush 
and approached the tree* of 
one of the small fores**. The 
voice* of monkey t protested 
furiously, but thev neither dis- 
tnrbed the giraffe* nar the 
r. raxing herds of xebrxlike 
animals and antelopes. A 
couple of large hyenas mowed 

silently ikroagji the bigh gra**« 
SoddeoJy they stopped. 
There was a smell m the air 
they did not like. They began 
racing with the »md that had 
brought this smell to their nos- 
tril*. Almost simultaneous I v 
the other animals began 10 
show sign* of nervausneia. 
Wide-open nostrils probed the 
air, then the ground vibrated 
wider tlae clatter of galloping 
hoofs. Hordea of elephants 
vvth four njak* came thunder- 

an* a t aa ng. wild hoes, jciraFes 
aehra* and wild 
There wert large ant* 
looting s om e what like 



giraffes, but with a short neck 
and with forelegs not quitr 
as Jong a* those of their long* 
necked cousin*. 

All these animal* were rac- 
ing aw»y from a smell — a 
smell thai told them that the 
grass was burning. They raced 
twiy from the name** Some 
were caught, hut not many. 
The others arrived at the river* 
in furious haste they crossed it 
and were safe, Bui a larpe 
herd had arrived where the 
river formed a canyon. It was 
not a large canyon, hut too 
'wide to fump across. There 
waa no time to climb down the 
steep banks ; others were press* 
fog from behind. The animal* 
jumped and died; the river 
buried ihem — 

Seven million years laler 
men came. They named the 
river Me galorhevma ; they call* 
oil toe mountains by the name 
of Pentelikon and they found- 
ed a village near the rivcT and 
called it Ptkermi. Again, many 
years later, other men came 
to this " country which they 
called Greece and began dig- 
ging for ancient bones m the 
bed of the ancient river. 
Among the animala they found 
there, a type of short-necked 

giraffe abounded. Tney named 
il Hrlladotherium, the "Mam 
mat frurn Hellas." 

Again, a few decades later, 
explorer* cam* hack from 
Africa, They brought piece* of 
akin with them which they 
traded with the native*. The 
skin looked lintilar to aehra 
skin, but it was dacsdedlv ** 
the skin of a aehra. 'Hw piatrvex 



claimed to know the animal 
that furnished this type of 
ikirt. h was. they said, large 
* and extremely *by„ and lived 
in places almost inaccessible 
to the while man. At first it 
waa bdleveij that it vu a 
large variety of antelope, but 
when the animal waa actually 
discovered (in 1900) anokv 
cist* were utterly surprised. 
Thja- "arw*^ animal which the 
Negroes had called Ndomb* 
proved to be a short- necked 
cousin of the girafSe, related 
to the He) lad other » urn and 
Samothcrium thai lived in 
Creece at the beginning of the 
Pliocene period. 

a pi bee* me the naane for 
iving animal frorn thai 

- J ■fr^*™' '^^^^SVa ^Mm^W0 »a»^BF » "• 

new name watt added to in* 
growing list of "livifig fossils" 
— the moa* interesting and 
moaz fascinating I'm of ani- 
mal* known. 

Ten years after the disco*- 
ery of the oka pi, an expedition 
Jed by Adolph Frederic. Ehjke 
of Mecklenburg, ifrweatjgaled 
it* habitat and found a land- 

•m 

waafv aurpftaingiv similar so 
the Pliocene landscape recon- 
structed by paleoavtninartats and 
based on the foaaul beds near 
Pikcrmi. It waa actuality a 
"Los* World" ibat ext**ed ai- 
unlouched in Inner Af- 




The diaeo.ery of the oka pi 

was not only used In the 
thought of survivors frees for* 
nser geoaoapeal period*, but or- 
tually wrtooaBcd discoveries of 
sJak tvp*L This attsttwie waa 



ratively novel. In 
'set. «ait«fl had been very 
sand? diScrttU before the pub- 
Sottk*) of Charte* Darwin's 
-Origin of Specie*** in 1856. 
5ob£ of rhe ihen-known living 
ff*t& w«« decidedly shunned 
|r bewildered acienrltia who 
£| art know what to think oT 
im At thai time, die "iy*- 
jgnT of the Swedish scientist 
Karl von Linne prevailed. It 
£vided ill living ihinrs into 
wjfcbraie end invertebrs*. 
tie Uoer are thoae without 
I Wkbone — cums, scVwi*. 
surjak* codLToucbc*, burttrihe* 
|~aid the like. The vertebrate 
isrimsw lave i backbone and 
ah, usually a ahull tad leap 
rf some soil* ibey were di* 
tiU bio Lbe eiaaae* of Fiabea* 
iapbiKias, Reptile*, Birds 
ud Mammals. The whole iy»- 
aotbinfc bul i das* r- 
of creaiton — unferrts- 



safciv governed by the dofmi 

ant Erina; forms never chante. 

The mm itaclf «ai Terr 

kip**!; itVa* the tkwjna at* 

itched !o it that cauaed wor 

im Farthernsore, Uzinc knew 

taming of catinet animals and 

hi not provided for them. 

Fir i number of year* things 

*«rked otit nicely- TVn dis- 

of ejttioet animals 

in guantitic*; 

Cavier in Park tuned bis 

Still it did noC bother 

^ . J. tnmcfc; they 

-taply did not cafe about the 

no - *trn« ; tie*. Tro i b I e 

•hen Imnsi foaaiia — this 

*» »eie brought to the it- 
**kn of the aoosojpcal Baa- 
la* The moat important one 
•f She annoy b* animal* ***et 
**m the patha of the sciesv 
w method to ihow iu worth- 
■Jjew* (ai LeaaM wrote irs 
™*) waa the platypu* from 



Sew South Wale*. 

fl <*»e fiora a 

&*t had separated from the 
wit of the world abc**; n/tv 
million year, befo^ ^ ^^ 

•I mammals round their ira*e- 
yird in that ri+tr near Piker- 
^< Cosuequeatry, ihe animals 
■of this eofrtinenf »ere mints** 
ly stnnrer iha n those of pri- 
mevsi Greer*. A apologist of 
*e jear 1800, if prac oted 
with an oka pi, would have had 
» dtfcihy k pUcbc kiq 
£e «**em. But Dr. George 
5huw of the *pntiih Mu»ciim 
<did not know what to lay ahout 
the animal, the %km of which 
he had reeetvod from Auitn* 
U*. Thii waa in 1798. One 
tear earlier piatrpua had been 
disco wed. "Water mole" it 
had been tamed i aaaae still 
•OTiTtna; in Auatrtlian vernac- 
ular. 

When Darwin i honk &nt 
appeared on the market it did 
uot *t once co nvince the ma* 
joritj of the learned world. 
Darwm cliJmed that the mam- 
mal* had once rroHed from 
penfilea, Platrpu* apparently 
d em ons t rated bow the **traa*i- 
tion. itajn* ajumala** had look- 
ed. The" fir and many other 
thinaa were already mammal- 
ian; the colaea and other feu* 
turts, hwJudtBg the ckk lay* 
irqg habit— if tn»e— were Kill 
reptilian- 

The eej: laying remained in 
uncertainty until 1884 when 
\*o icienJirta, Dr. %\ H, Cald- 
well of Australia and Prof. 
Or. Wilbeim Haadke of Ger- 
many, verified the- early re- 
pora, Both found unbutched 
eejp in the pouehea of female*. 
Curiovsly enou|k ihey made 
their diacoweriei mdepeodeotiy 
wahra the lane week without 
knowing of each other Mai an- 
nounced their diwwiei the 



wme day in two different 



Zealand, separated 
from Australia by the Tau- 
man Sea, could newer hope 10 
compete with the fcfth eonti- 
©east, if it were not the hoana 
country of a very atranae lia- 
aid. AitboUj|h it seems is if 
New Zealand waa separated 
from the rest of the world a 
little earlkr than Australia* it 
preserved nekher kmaynah nor 
platypus. There is a arjanpm, 
winglesa bird living in the for* 
eats, the kiwi, and a tury crab 
in its mountain lakes which Is 
abo a survivor from dte a§» 
of reptile*- Otherwiae, there k 
no primeval fauna to be found. 
Once, when myateriosas tracka 
in the snow covcrina; mm ol 
its numerous. nrmnriTniidca 
were found, scientists hud 
■orae hope of discovering a tut- 
vivtna] primeval bird, a verit- 
able Ardueopteryx. None lean 
than Charles Darwin bimaelf 
urfod explorer* and anttien to 
be watchful for such a rare 
tpecunen- 

Still New Zealand ia one 
of the important countriea foe 
sunrivins; of the paat, or. rath- 
er, for one of thesm. On soene 
liny, rocky eiif s near the 
South Island there liana a lift. 
ird about two feet in length. 
It i» of dirty olive^freeai color, 
ind does not look very extra- 
ordinary on Erst aifkt. Only 
its cnmparatrveJy larsje bead 
and eyea make it soanewhaJ 
conapkuoua to ibe cmuxal nb> 



lmm wCCtmWgPf 

little lizard k a aurvtaor asf a 
(roup of repdka that formed 
appajuotly the root froup of 
all other reptilau unVnuJ At 
period knows as Perunnnv 
Straus* old world, tbial 
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